
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

Kenya | December 2019 
Trip 



 

 

THE SAFARI 

 
In December 2019, I was invited on an 

enchanting safari with Secluded Africa 

that would take me to some of the 

most secluded parts of Kenya in East 

Africa. 

 

Covering 4 privately owned 

conservancies, bordering 5 national 

parks, 4 unique tribes, 3 community 

projects, multiple Big 5 and Little 5 

opportunities, hundreds of bird species 

and so much more. This was sure to be 

an adventure.  

 

Read on to find out more… 

 

Ems 
Outposts Travel Africa 



 

 

 

 

ABOUT SECLUDED AFRICA 

 
Secluded Africa owns and manages 5 

(soon to be 6) exclusive and barefoot 

luxury lodges across Kenya.  

 

Founded by Richard Corcoran, 

Secluded Africa’s core pillars are 

focused on wildlife and nature 

conservation, culture and 

communities, run entirely by locals. 



 

 

DAY 1 

ARRIVAL IN NAIROBI 

 
I had a seamless journey from the UK 

into JKIA, Nairobi. Having applied for my 

Kenya eVisa in advance, I sailed through 

immigration, collected my bag and was 

met in arrivals by Joseph who transferred 

me across the city to the funky Tamarind 

Tree Hotel for my overnight stay. 

 

Tamarind Tree is a colourful, modern 

hotel in Nairobi located very close to 

Wilson Airport. It has a spacious 

reception with attentive, well-mannered 

staff. Rooms are large, clean and neat 

with all facilities. It has a large dining 

room and excellent buffet breakfast. 

 



 

 

DAY 2 

THE MAASAI MARA 

 
I met with the lovely Nikita from Secluded 

Africa & we were transferred down the 

road to Wilson Airport to connect with 

the AirKenya flight (approx. 1 hour) to 

Keekorok Airstrip in the Maasai Mara.  

 

Due to the extreme rains Kenya was 

experiencing, our vehicle was stuck on 

the other side of the raging river, unable 

to cross the sand river bridge. We 

managed to get a lift through the muddy 

roads to the footbridge where we 

crossed over with our luggage & met up 

with Richard & the team on the other 

side. We enjoyed a game drive to camp 

for our 2-night stay at Instinct of the 

Mara. 



 

 

INSTINCT OF THE 
MARA CAMP 

Instinct of the Mara Camp lies in the 
Olderkesi Conservancy in the Maasai 
Mara. The camp is less than an hour 
from Nairobi by plane and lies on the 
South Eastern border of the Maasai 
Mara Game Reserve (between the 
Tanzanian border and Sand River). 
 
It has 2 family suites (Forest & 
Hemingways) & 7 spacious, stylish 
tents providing complete privacy, 
spectacular views and intimate contact 
with nature.  All the tents have a private 
veranda where you can enjoy a 
wonderful sense of secluded 
adventure. There is only one other 
camp on the conservancy (Cottars 
1920) giving you a truly unspoilt, 
private game viewing experience in the 
Mara. 



  

DAY 3 

MARA BUSH WALK 

 
After breakfast, we embarked on a ‘short 

walk’ with expert guide John Moller. We set 

off from camp & meandered our way up 

the rocks, through the bush stopping along 

the way to learn about the flora & fauna.  

 

We ascended onto a ridge with beautiful 

views over the Mara & Serengeti below & 

not a vehicle or person in sight. The ’short’ 

walk had by now turned into a 14km hike 

and we successfully managed to avoid the 

rains until our descent, where our 

waterproofs were rendered useless against 

the force of the rain. We made our way 

back down to ground level and returned to 

camp to dry out round the campfire. 

 



 

DAY 4 

LAKE ELEMENTAITA 

 

 
After breakfast, we departed on an 
eventful drive out of the Mara on roads 
which, due to the unprecedented rains, 
had become rivers. We skidded our 
way along the muddy tracks, stopping 
to help several vehicles that had 
become stranded in ditches.  
 
After lunch we then got stuck in a bit of 
a traffic jam due to a military pass out 
parade in Gilgil which the President 
attended. We passed through the Rift 
Valley’s escarpment and Lake Naivasha 
and eventually arrived at Sunbird 
Lodge in time for a very welcome 
dinner. 
 



 

 

SUNBIRD LODGE 

 
Sunbird Lodge sits on 55 acres of private 

land in the Soysambu Conservancy 

overlooking the beautiful sapphire-blue 

Lake Elementaita.  

 

Soysambu is one of only a handful of 

private conservancies in Kenya. The 

Conservancy not only features rolling plains 

and a substantial part of one of Kenya’s 

most beautiful soda lakes, with its 

attendant cast of pelicans, cormorants, 

waders and storks; but also shelters large 

herds of buffalo.  

 

Within the acacia thickets graze the rare 

Rothschild’s giraffe, and across the plains 

bound an ever-shifting kaleidoscope of 

plain’s game. The lodge features 14 classic 

cottages & 2 luxurious family suites. 
 



 

 

DAY 5 

AMBOSELI 

 
After breakfast overlooking the lake, we 

departed Sunbird and began the journey to 

Amboseli. This was a 7hr/400km journey via 

Nairobi. We took the scenic route through 

the Abadares to avoid the traffic on the 

main highway. A beautiful drive winding 

through the mountains and a noticeably 

cooler temperature. 

 

We arrived at Elephant Gorge Camp in time 

for a sundowner around the campfire with 

views of Mt. Kilimanjaro in the background. 

The main area of the camp is a beautifully 

decorated, spacious raised platform with a 

panoramic vista overlooking Amboseli 

National Park complete with a floodlit 

waterhole below. 



 

 

ELEPHANT GORGE CAMP 

 
Elephant Gorge is a modern camp set along 

the magnificent Lalarashi Gorge with views 

of the majestic Mount Kilimanjaro on one 

side and the expansive plains of Amboseli 

National Park on the other. 

 

5 spacious rooms are decorated in the 

stylish simplicity of Africa’s hues offering 

traditional bush comforts and open plan 

living. 

 

There are plans to expand the camp in 2020 

to include 3 more rooms. I loved the feel of 

this camp & particularly enjoyed the ‘loo 

with a view.’ 

 



 

 

DAY 6 

AMBOSELI 

 
We woke to an early breakfast on the 

raised deck in camp with a glimpse of Mt. 

Kilimanjaro through the clouds.  

 

We made our way out of the conservancy 

by road and into Amboseli National Park for 

a full day game drive. Wildlife highlights 

included elephant, zebra, hippo, hyena, 

giraffe, wildebeest and impala along with 

many species of bird. We stopped at Ol 

Tukai Lodge; an 80-room resort situated in 

the heart of Amboseli National Park. After 

lunch we headed back into the park & 

watched a huge bull elephant crossing the 

road on our way back to camp. 

 

We were treated to a surprise sundowner 

in the bush complete with a roaring 

campfire, roasted goat, Maasai spear 

throwing and even a leopard sighting. 



 

 

DAY 7 

TSAVO WEST 

 
We were due to depart on a safari 

adventure today, driving along the foothills 

of Kilimanjaro, through the breathtaking 

Shetani lava flow and Chyulu Hills. 

However, due to the extreme rains this 

route was impassible, so we instead took 

the main road to Tsavo. 

 

We entered Tsavo and took a right turn off 

the tarmac road & into the depths of Tsavo 

West. We wound our way up into the hills 

and arrived at the truly secluded Kipalo Hills 

in time for a poolside sundowner. 
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KIPALO HILLS 

 
Set in a 12,000-acre conservancy bordering 

Tsavo West National Park, Kipalo Hills is 

perched on Mbulia Hills, enjoying fantastic 

views of Ngulia and Mount Kilimanjaro in 

the distance. 

 

There are seven luxury double mobile tents 

with en-suite flushing loos and traditional 

safari showers & 1 suite (where I had the 

pleasure of staying). All rooms are built to 

take the best advantage of the beautiful 

expansive views across the plains. 

 

Kipalo Hills is an absolute gem. From the 

magnificent staff to the delicious food and 

the endless views. If you’re looking for a 

place to escape, this is it. 

 



 

DAY 8 

TSAVO EAST 

We headed out of the conservancy and 
across the main road into Tsavo East to 
embark on a full day game drive. We 
appeared to be the only vehicle in the 
park so we spent the whole day 
exploring at our leisure. Wildlife 
highlights included elephant, zebra, 
giraffe and impala along with many 
species of bird. We stopped at the 
usually dry Lupiga Falls only to find a 
raging river. The result of the immense 
rains across Kenya. 
 
On the return journey to camp, we 
stopped off at one of Secluded Africa’s 
Ranger Posts to learn more about the 
vital work they are doing in the 
conservancy to help protect the wildlife 
& support the local communities. 

 



 

DAY 9 

TSAVO BUSH WALK 

In the late afternoon, we joined a group 
of Italians on a bush walk from camp. 
We set off with our walking guides into 
the hills for an informative and engaging 
exploration on foot.  We learnt about 
the Maasai culture and the local 
surroundings and sampled some 
traditional medicine. As the sun was 
setting, we ended in a secluded spot on 
the rocks with a sundowner overlooking 
the beautiful untouched surroundings. 
 
There are lots of activities on offer at 
Kipalo including: Easy access to Tsavo 
West and East for game drives; Fabulous 
bird life in Tsavo; In the conservancy: 
Game drives, night drives, fly camping, 
sundowners, bush breakfasts and 
cultural visits. 

 



  

DAY 10 

TSAVO WEST 

This was a day of off-road 4x4 
adventure with Richard, Nikita & Sombe 
into the depths of Tsavo West. The road 
disappeared and we went exploring 
deep into the bush. We enjoyed wild 
bush meals on the riverbank and 
climbed a huge boulder to get 360-
degree views of pristine wilderness from 
the summit.  
 
Tsavo West is truly wild and offers an 
exclusive safari experience. Due to the 
thick bush, the game is harder to see 
compared with the likes of the Mara 
and Amboseli. However, if you are 
looking to get off the beaten track and 
away from the crowds, this is one place 
you will not want to miss. 
  

 



  

DAY 11 

CONSERVATION 

Secluded Africa is passionate about 
conservation. Kipalo Hills employs and 
trains people from the local villages to 
work in the lodge, as well as 12 game-
scouts from the local community to 
patrol the conservancy.  
 
Conservation fees from guests staying at 
Kipalo go towards running the 
conservancy and protecting the wildlife, 
as well as towards social welfare 
projects for the Mbulia community.  
 
We assisted the rangers in checking the 
waterholes for any damage & put lots of 
salt down to give the wildlife the 
nutrients they require to remain healthy 
and happy in the conservancy. 
 
  

 



 

DAY 12 

NAIROBI - DEPART 

We bid farewell to Tsavo and ventured 
back along the main road to Nairobi.  A 
5-6 hour journey with a slight detour off 
the main road through the mountains 
before boarding a flight back to the UK.  
 
This was a very special trip & I wouldn’t 
hesitate in recommending Secluded 
Africa for your holiday in Kenya. They 
truly live up to their name and welcome 
you into their family with open arms. 
 
At Outposts, we can tailor-make your 
holiday to Kenya. Simply contact us & 
one of the team will be in touch to 
discuss ideas and put together an 
itinerary in Kenya to suit you. 

 contact@outposts.co.uk 


